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India wishes to lay waste their town or village, and to deprecate
his wrath by submission, they quit the place in a body for the
day, leaving it * oojud', or waste, and cook their dinner outside
This is called an ' Oojanee ' In the territories of native chiefs,
the raja issues proclamation by beat of drum, the day before
the Oojanee is to take place, that a fine will be imposed
upon any person who presumes to light a fire within the
town
Another mode of inducing the ram to fall, is to send for one
of the persons called Bhoowos, who are supposed to be inspired
by a local Devee The man arrives, and, after certain pre-
liminaries, begins to counterfeit inspiration The Hindoos
then address him as the goddess and say, ' Matajee, why is it
' that the ram does not fall ? ' The Bhoowo, flinging his limbs
about, and rolling his eyes, makes answer,' Why should it fall ?
' you make me no offerings ' ' We were wrong, Matajee 1'
they say, ' we are your children, we will bring offerings when-
ever you please ' He then orders them to present certain kinds
of food, which he describes, on the next day which is sacred to
the Devee The offerings must be put in broken earthen
vessels, which represent the human skulls out of which the
Yogeenee delights to eat, they must be earned outside the
eastern door of the city, and then set down in a circle which
has been previously sprinkled with water As each householder
has to present an offering, the number of the vessels which are
thus set down is sometimes very large The dogs, or the Dhers,1
eat the food, and if the ram fall it is believed that the Devee
has sent it
The following is another mode of inducing a fall of rani The
outlet by which water passes off from the basin that the symbol
of Shiva is set in must be closed up, and libations made until
the hng is immersed This process should be repeated for eight
days, unless ram fall in the meantime
Koonbee and Bheel women sometimes parade the streets on
1 [The Dhed or Dher are one of the ' depressed' castes in Gujarat
' The position of the Dhedas of northern and southern Gujarat vary
considerably' In Ahmadabad they are private rather than public
servants, while south of the KTarbada the case ib the reverse. For a full
account of the caste see Bombay Qa&fteer, **, part J» 338 ff ]
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